Operating at sea in an aircraft carrier.
The policy of the Medical Officers serving in HMS Ark Royal between January 1988 and June 1989 with regard to surgery and anaesthesia at sea is described. The skills and equipment available, techniques used, operations performed and complications that resulted are outlined. The advantages and disadvantages of an active operating policy are discussed and the postulate ventured that in order to achieve maximum efficiency within the medical department of an aircraft carrier such a policy is justified. Finally, in the light of present day litigious trends, the question of the propriety of the policy is posed.